THE MASTER AND THE NEW AGE
change, but a change with a vengeance. There was no
moral backbone to English life during the first twenty
years of the Restoration ; but after this there arose an
order known as 'Humanised Puritanism', which set itself
against the fashionable frivolity of the times and also
imparted a fine moral tone to the spineless court-life.
Analogous to it is the modern reversion to Guruship purged
of its antique grossness. The kind of Guru acceptable to
the New Age is not the Kula-Gwu of old that had unique
sway right through the Dark Ages, but one that has
attained real Rishi-hood. As Vijaykrishna says:—"In
this connection a word was necessary against a system
prevalent in some parts of India, what was called the
Kula-Guru system, a sort of hereditary Guruism. . . .
There was another danger, for a Guru was not a teacher
a-lone ; that was a very small part of it. The Guru,
sls Hindus believed, transmitted spirituality to his disciples.
To take a common material example, therefore, if a man
were not inoculated with good virus, he ran the risk of
being inoculated with what was bad and vile, so that by
being taught by a bad Guru there was the risk of learning
something evil. Therefore, it was absolutely necessary
that this idea of Kula-Guru should vanish from India.
Gwuism must not be a trade ; that must stop, it was
against the Shastras/' Vijaykrishna said that the Kula-
Guru system in days of yore was not an evil, for these
hereditary Gurus, though they could boast of few things
to be laid to their credit, examined the horoscope of their
\vould-be disciples and, after divining what stuff they were
made of, gave them the Mantras most suited to their
disposition and character, so that they could easily make
headway with little or no external aid. But the days are
changed and vice everywhere masquerades as positive
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